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T isa ſaying of Solemon worthy to gg writen in let. 
e 


ters of gold That a friend loveth at all times, and a 
brother is born for adverſity * : And therefore ro CRY 
#9 though God need not the witneſs of men, nor truth 

WS our teſtimony, yet when his name is blaſphemed, 
the truth contradited and oppoſed; the fairhful friends of God, 
and the ſincere lovers of the truth, winds they have 
done) ſtand up in his canſe, which they then ſee in ſuch apparant þ Heb. x2.x, 
hazard. In the Scriptures we read of a cloud of witneſſes > that 
appeared for God, and bare witneſs to his truth, though tor fo 
doing ſome of them had rryul of cruel mockings nd ſcourgings, 
yea moreover of bonds and impriſonments<©, &c. In the Apolta- 
ie of the ten tribes E/izah and Eliſha were zealous for God a- 
gainſt the falſe Prophets of Baal. Jeremy at Jeruſalem, and E- 
zekzel in Captivity bore witneſs againſt the whoredoms of the 
honſe of Judah, as is moſt evident thr t their whole Pro- ' 
Phefies. Peter and the other Apoſtles, commanded not 
to reach any more in the name of Chriſt, yet did not therefore 
forbear, refolving rather to obey God then men 4, The two 4 1G; ;, :8. 
witnefſes prophefied one thonſand rwo kundred threeſcore _ 

A 2 - 


cHeb.11.36, 
37 ,3%% 


C4) 
e Rev. 11. 2,3 all the whike the Gentiles did tread under-foot the holy City ©, 


f Convencran , Fyyizy met with great Athanaſurs, and when the w 
wondered at it {{lf that ir was become Arria», the general Coun- 
cd of Nice f met and laid an 4:athey4 on that pernicious Herelie. 
Tn latter times God had many in this Land, who loved not their 


auiem pratcr 
in; unirabs'es 
Ele mes 4c 
presbyteros e- 


world 


piſcopi numero lives unto the death 8, and gaye teſtimony to the trath, not in 


rrecenti et off0. nk but in blood, and who (though they be dead.) yer 


decem, wviri 
vite ſaxfhitate 
& mixaculis ct JIeEW Many, 
drumarum 
ſuriptutrarum 
feientia plane 
admirabiles, 
&c, Binnius 
vel.1.Pag.26z introducing of 
e Rev- 12.11, Church, 
b Heb.11. 4, 

z Sce the Pre. 
face to the 
ProteRation 


May 5. 164z. Church of Enolana, agat 


k See the Order of the Houſe of Communs 
May 5. 1641. concerning the printing of 
the Preamble & theProteſtat/on,and ſend- 
ivg down theCopies printcd by tte Knights 
and Burgeſfes, who were to intimate with 
what willingneſs all the Members of the 
Houſe made the Prereſtation, and further 
to ſignifie,thar as they juitific the raking of 
x in themſclyes,ſo they cannor but approve 
itin all ſuch as ſhal take ir, 

I See the Vote of the Houſe, Zuly 30, 1641 
wherein they declare, that what pecton fo- 
ever ſhal nn r:ke the Proreſtation is unbir 
ro bear Office inthe Church cr Common 
wealth, 

»m The Preface of the ſolemn League 
and Covenant, publiſhed Sept. 27,1643- 


eak,h, as 


cheir names wil live for ever. When the Complices of Arminius 
ſome from the ſeveral reformed Churches convened 
in the general Synod of Dort and accurſed his peſtilentiousErrours. 
And yet more lately, The i deſigns of Prieſts and feſnites, and 
other adherents to the Sea of Rome againſt the true reformed 
Preteſtant Religion in his Majeſties Dominions eſtablijhed, the 
divers innovations and ſuperſtitions into the 
together With the driving out of multitudes out of his 
Majeities Dominions, amongſt other reaſons brought forth the 
Proteſtation, for the defence, as of other things, ſo alſo of the 
true reformed Proteſtant Religion expreſſed in the Dolrine of the 


nſt all Popery and Popiſh innovations 
Within this Realm ; wherein not only 
the Parliament it felt was engaged, 
but according "to the & Ordet and 


- l Note of "the Houſe of Commons, 


the generality of the Kingdom were 
engaged too. The m calling to mind 
the treacherous and bloody plots, con- 
ſpiracies, attempts and prattiſes of the 
enemies of God againſt the true Relj- 
gion andprofeſſors therof in all places, 
efpecially in theſe three Kingdoms e- 
ver ſince the Reformation of Religion, 
and how much their rage, power and 
preſumption had been of late,and were 
at that time increaſed and exerciſed, 


u 2 Cor- 8.2. did ina great tryal of affiittion n . inducetheſe Kingdoms to cn- 


ter mto a ſolemn 


and Covenant, asfor other things, ſo al- 


ſo for the defence ' and Reformation of Religion aud Extirpa- 
tion of Popery, Prelacy, Superitition, Herefie, Schiſm-, and 
Profaneſs,oc. by which, [c, the Proteſtation and Covenant, as 


there 


” —__———  . 
- 
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there was eare taken for the better defence of the rrath, ſo there 
was alſo a glorious confeflion of it made before Ged, Angels and 
men. And now when men of perverſe ſpirits and corrupt minds, 
reprobate concerning the faith had _— the truth ®, this ſtirred 
up the zeal of our reverend and godly brethren,the Miniſters of the 
of London, to give teſtimony to the truth of Jeſus 

rilt, 

And therefore that we the Miniſters of Chriſt within the Pro- 
vince of the County of Laxcaſter,may in ſomethiog fil up the mea- - 
ſure of the teſtimony of them that have gone before us, conlider- 
ing that we cannot but be ſenſible of the ſtrange and wotul Apo- 
ſtalie of ſundry from the Faith; the great oppoſition made againſt 
the Government and Diſcipline of Jelus Chriſt; the ſad Divitions 
and Rents 1n this tattered and torn Church; that an univerſal To- 
leration of all, even the moſt execrable doAtrines, that ever were 
hatchet in hel or broached in the world, is earneſtly labored after 
by many ; and that che Solemn League andl Covenant,{worn with 
hands lifred up to the moſt high God, is with many buried in ob- 
livion, as it is not only neglected and lighted, but alſo contemned, 
ſcorned, derided, and moſt palpably violated and trampled on by 
not a few ; and that irs manifeſt chat God is hereby ſhamctully 
diſhonored, moſt highly provoked, neighbor Churches jultly 
ſcandalized, all fundamental and ſaving truths in danger to be 
plucked up by the roots, and our ſeveral flocks to be poyſoned 
with the ſpreading Errors of the times. 

The claim that is laid to truth by the three glorious perſons in 
the bleſſed Trinity p ; the high price and account that is worthy to R$ = 
be ſet upon it, being to be bought q though at never ſo deara Gotoftne'd, 
rate (how ever now a days eſteemed of with many as a refuſe Deur. 32.4. 
commodity ); the high thankfulneſs we ow to God for keeping the Son the 
trueth ſo chaſte and pure ſo long under an adulterous Church Go- * mu lf on M 
vernment; the truſt repoled in us by Jeſus Chriſt as his meſſengers, ,j* 2. 2 
embaſladors and ſtewar ds of the myſteries of the Golſpe 5 truth, Fu a9 
whom it is required that they ſhould be faichfiil r : the duty WE q Prov. 23 27- 
ow to our ſeveral flocks.as being watchmen s togive them watn- 7 2 Cor. 4.1,2 
ing, and that as ſtandard-bearers we may encourage them earneft- | _ 337, 
ty « ta contend for the faith once delivered to the Saints, the care ; wm en 
over their immortal ſouls redeemed v with the precious blood of « 1 Per, 18, 
Chriſt ; the conſcience of qur Solemn League and Covenant, bind- 19. 

A 3 ug 


9 2 Tim,z,8, 


w x Cor, 11.1 
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: 10 1 its our places to endeavour the Reformation of Religion,and 
OS Nur 2 che contrary; our fears leſk the Reformation ſo 

ed for, ſo joyfully covenanted, ſo much ſuffered for, 
and of late times ſo mach bled for, ſhould after ſo many 
throws, and ſuch hard labor, prove an abortive birch ; the wor- 
thy, renowned and much encouraging example of our reverend 
brethren the Miniſters of the Province of London going before 
us (and whom to follow in witneſs bearing to the truth, and fo 
far as they follow Chrift ®, we count it but our duty;) The mul. 
titude of them that in theſe days do ſe the trath, by whoſe 
great numbers it is in danger to be down, if con 
endeyors to the utmoſt be not uſed by the united ſtrength of 
that love it, to hold ir up ; and laſtly that we may waſh our hands 
from the guilt of betraying by our finful filence ſo precious a 
treaſure as cruch is, and may not judg our polterity unworthy 
thereof for onr fakes, if we ſhould not own it, plead for it, and 
hold it faſt : Theſe things we ſay, in this jun&ure of affairs, do 
draw us forth pnblikely to declare our ſelves in thoſe main things 
witnefſed to by our brethren in their late Teſtimony to the Truth 
of Jeſus Ch rift, and to our Solemn League and Covenant ; As 
alſo againſt the Errors, Hereſies, and Blaiþhemies of theſe times, 
and the T oleration of them. 


L 


As touching the neceſſity of a platformof Dodrine or Con- 
feffion of Faith, we fhal need to ſay nothing, it having been 
found fo uſeful for the Church in all Ages, from the primitive 
rimes even until now, not only that the ignorant might thereby 
be informed concerning the mam points needful to be known and 
beleeved by them unto falvation, bur alſo for the better preſer- 
ving of the truth, deteRting and diſcovery of Hereticks and Se- 
ducers, and to teſtifie conſent and agreement in that one Faich. 

Here only we think it needful to declare,that we do highly ap- 
prove of »he humble — of = —_— _= learned A fſembly 
of Divines concernang 4 Confeſſion of Faith, jadging it not onl 
to be orthodox, found, ſolid, ſubſtantial, Ly-mh buc oy 
to be very ful, and-in eſpecial maner vſcfulfor theſe times, as that 
which doth obyiate thoſe many dangerous Errors that do fwarm 

| n 


h 
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in this Age; and therefore as we do afſent wnto the whole, ſo we 
allo do cevcar with the reverend Aſſembly and our * reverend **<<tbeTeft. 
brethres, the MM, inifters of the Province Londen 114 Our humble eefls Chi ot 
aud hearty deſires that it may receive the approbation and (auiti- pave 3,  * 
ou of autharity, as the joynt Confeſſion of Faith for theſe three 
Kingdoms in pur/nance of our Covenant, 


IL 


In the next place, we do hereby openly profels before God 
and the world, that we cannot but tremble and be amazed to 
conſider, that in a Land engaged in ſuch a Covenane; profeſſing 
ſo much for Reformation; made purtakers of ſo many (ſpecial mer- 
cies a8 England hath been; ſuch blaſphemous, execrable and hor- 
rid doftrines ſhould ever be publikely broached, printed, main- 
tained and defended as are gt theſe times. We ſhal not need to y Se the 
rocite them particularly, becauſe that work is ſo fully done already C'*?!0gue of 
ro our hands by our brethren in their late Teſtimony y ; although T//qmuny © 
to the great gricf and wopnding of our hearts we may declare, the Truth of 
that as they only there intended to give 2 [mal taſte of their Jeſus Criſt, 
wornnwood and gal z , lo we we aſſured their Catalogue of Errors Pa8e 5, tv 33+ 
might be much augmented, if there were any neceſſity to rake I'*'& ? 23» 
any furcher into the dunghi-books whence they might be gather- 
ed, and that many more authors might be quoted, ro make it 
more fully evident ; that there are indced ſuch Errors and Here- 
fies amongſt us as are by them recited, But here we cannot but 
bluſh, wonder and be aſtoniſhed at our ſtrange revolt. We re- 
member the times when under thePrelatieal tyranny, Arminianiſm, 
Antinomianiſm, and the Innovations that were introduced into 
the worſhip of God, were generally cryed out againſt by all thac 
party which was then eſteemed truly religious: but now,as though 
Errors and Herelies had changed their natures, and were grown 
better becauſe the perſons profeſſing, patronzing and counte- 
nancing them in theſe days pretend to more piety and holineſs thep 
was to be found i the Fautors of them , ſuch kind of 
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ge to themſelves th n: thes dly party 
hallenge to themſelves the name 0 , 
— we cannot but take notice of the juſt hand of God out 
againſt us in ſeting open the flood-gates to ler in this ſea ofErrour, 
wherewith this Church is in danger to be overflown, thereby to 
puniſh our former lukewarmneſs and coldneſs in defence ot the 
truth, unprofitablenes under the means of grace,diſeſteem & (light- 
ing of the truth, owr not valuing as we ought the ineſtimable 
benefit of the Gospel z our not labouring for the purity and power 
thereof, and not endevouring to receive Chriſt in our hearts, nor 
to walk, Worthy of him 1s our lives, which are the cauſes of other 
ſins and tranſgreſſions ſo much abounding among#t us ; (0 we 
cannot but expreſs our deepeſt ſence hereof and ſorrow for the 
fame ; this alone being ſufficient to move us to roul our ſelves in 
the duſt, to rent our hearts and not our garments; as the Honer- 
able Houles of Parliament hereupon ſaw cauſe both for them- 
ſelves and the whole Kingdom to be 


« Ser the Ordinance of the Lords and Comm 
os aflembled in Parliament concerning 
the growth and [p:cading ot Errors, Here- 


fies and Blaſphemies, ſering apart a day of P 


publikeHumiliation to ſeek Gods afuftance 
tor the ſuppreſling and preyenting the 
ſame, and which was ordered by the Lords 
to be printed Dic Juvis,Feb.4,1646. and to 
be carryed down by tho Sherifts and under. 
Sheriffs, an4 delivered to the ſeveral Mi- 
niſters of every pariſh Chintch & Chappel 
within this Kingdom, who were required to 
rake notice of the lame. 


humbled for the growth of Erronrs, 
Hereſes and Blatphemies when they 
abliſhed theirOrdinance” to that pur- 
poſe : As alſo for to ſeek Gods afſijte 
ance for the ſuppreſſing and prevent. 
ing the ſame andwhich put us in ho 

that there would a wk long be- 
fore now an application of ſome effe- 
Qual means of remedy. And although 
we cannot but from the bottom of 
our hearts lament, and pity all thoſe 


ba Tim 2 17, 


that are intangled in the dangerous and deadly ſnares of theErrours 
of theſe times, yet conſidering that unſound and heretical do- 
Arine Wil eat as doth a no b or gangrene; and therefore 
doth manifeſtly tend to the razing down to the ground the true 
Chriſtian Faith, the extirpating of all true Religion and the power 
of godlineſs, the poyſoning and undoing of precious ſouls ; is the 
peſt of a Church; the weed that wil over-grow Gods garden, 
and fo choak the plants of the Lords own planting ; doth highly 
provoke God to anger ; and that the fuliginous vapors thereof 
which have of late riſen up out of the bottomleſs pit as: they 
have greatly eclipſed) ſo are they in danger to grow into thick 
clouds to the utter darkening of the heavens over our beads, that 

we 


% 
Os 
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we ſhould not behold any more the light of the glorious Goſpel 
of Jeſus Chriſt ; we do therefore y teſtifie with our bre- 
thren © to all our flocks, to all the K ingdom, to all the reformed c Teſtimony to 
Churches, as our great diſlike of Prelacy, Eraſtianiſm, Brown- the Truth uf 
iſm and Independency ; ſo our utter abhorrency of eAntiſcrip- F*[i Of, 
turiſm, Popery, Arianiſm, Socinianiſm, Arminianiſm, Anti- P*S< 33 
nomianiſm, Anabaptiſm, Libertiniſm, and Familiſm, With all 
ſuch like now too rite among#t 5 ; and more particularly all thoſe 
Errours witneſled againſt by our brethren, and recited by them 
in their Catalogue of infamous and pernicious Errours in their late 
Teſtimony. 

And we do hereby, as the Watchmen of God and Miniſters of 
Jeſus Chriſt, give warming to our ſeveral flocks, 4 That they 4 Mar 7.15. 
take heed of the wolves in ſheeps clothing, of all © falſe Teachers e 2 Per 2 1. 
that do privily bring in damnable Hereſies, eben denying the 
Lord that bought them, and bring upon themſelves ſwift de- 


ſtruttion, and that therefore they follow not their pernicious ways, 


that the Way of truth may not be evil ſpoken of ; that * if any ſx Toh.y.19,u1 
man come unto them and bring not the dottrine of Chrift, they 

receive him not into their houſe, neither bid him Go ſpeed; that 

ſo they be not partakers of their evil deeds ; that 8 they mark * Rom. 26, 17 
them which cauſe diviſions and offences, contrary to the doftrine 

Which they have learned,and avoyd them: And do earneſtly exhort 

them in the bowels of Jeſus Chriſt, That they laboxr to get ſound 

knowledg, and to be wel grounded in the principles of the oracles 

of h God ( the want whereof is the cauſe why ſo many are ſe= þ Heb. 5.12. 
duced and turned afide ; and being i but chil lren in underſtang- i Eph 4. 14. 
ing are toſſed to anifro, andcarryed about With every wind of 

doftrine by the ſleight of men and cuning craftineſs of thoſe that 

lie in wait 10 deceive) * that they ſearch the Scriptures With þ a&; 17.11, 
thoſe good Bereans Whether thoſe things they hear be ſoor no; 

i that they beleeve not every ſpirit, but try the ſpi- [1 lohn 4.1. 
rits whether they are of God, becauſe many falſe Prophets are 

gone out into the world; ® that they deipiſe not prophecying, but my 1 Thel. 5. 
Jet prove all things, and hold faſt that which good ; N and that 25,21 
ſpeaking the trueth in love, they grow up into Chriſt in all things ® Eph 4.15 
which 1s the head: Moſt humbly beſeechidg ? the God of our 0Eph.1. 17 
Lord 7eſus @briſt the Father of glory, that he would give unto 

all his people the Spirit of wiſdom and revelation in the kuowledy 

B 


of 


qi Cor.11 19 
r Nut V1 um 
dy:ndg quod 
neſuuunt, ſid 
ad verum que- 
readum Crna” 
les, ad Uiitm 
epiiie:dum 
ſpiritualez Ca- 
thultcos Oxi 
tando, Auguſt, 
de yera relig. 
tom. 1. caps. 


{Pla.gy. 20. 
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of him : ? That he would rome unto them according to the riches 
of his glory, to be ſtrengthened With might by hu Spirit in the 
inner mait, that they may be kept from every evil Way of error 
and ſin, and mity always have ſomething to [ay for the tructh, and 
nothing againſt it ; that all thoſe that go aſtray may ve brought 
into the Way of traeth ; and that We our ſelves,onr ſeveral flocks, 
and the \phole Church of Godevery where may be found blameleſs 
at the day of Chriſt, Andthowever we cannot but for the preſent 
deplore the ſad condition of the Church of God in this Kingdom, 
in reſpeR of the poyſonful Errours it is infeted with, yet we 
hope that that God which often works by contraries, making 
ſcandals the tryal and triumph of his choſen, is tor the preſent do- 
ing his people good by the means of Errours growth, thereby 
trying their {incerity and love to trueth,ſtiring them up to prize it 
the more, and gre to ſearch after it. There muſt be Hereſies, 
faith the Apoſtle, that they that are approved may be, made ma- 
nifeſt 9, Open enemies and falſe brethren (by the wiſe ordering 
of God, who can make ſoveraign mithridate of the fieſh of vipers) 
do always advantage the 7 Church. 

And we do further trult, that when God, by his thus ſuffering 
the growth of abominable and pernicious Errours for a time, hath 
thereby fully accompliſhed the work he hath to do upon the hearts 
of his people, he that knows how, to bring light out of darkneſs, 
order out of confuſion, good out of evil, as he made the pride and 
tyranny of the Prelates the means to caſt them forth, ſo alſo in 
much mercy to England wil at length, by this moſt unlikely 
and contrary means 1n it ſelf, make the Reformation of theſe King- 
doms much more thorough and glorious. 


I 1-1. 


But before we paſs on any further, we arc here led to expreſs 
with what aſtoniſhment and horrour we are {truck when we ſe- 
riouſly weigh what endeavours are uſed for the eſtabliſhing of an 
univerſal Toleration of all the pernicious Errours, blaſphemous 
and heretical dotrines broached in theſe times, as if men would 
not ſin faſt enough except they were. biden;- or as if God were 
not already enough diſhonored except the throne of ygqmty were 
ſex up, framing miſchief by a Law (; or as it men. were _ 

that 
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that Errour (a goodly plant to be cheriſhed) would not grow fait 

enough except it were tmade much of; or as if it might as juſtly lay 

&zim to the priviledg of being defended as truth it fdf; or as if 

there were danger rhat Satan would not deſtroy ſouls enough, ex- 

cept he might do the ſame without all reſtraint. For our own 

parts, as we can never ſaffictently admire and wonder that any 

that have taken the Sol«smn League and Covenant, ſhould either 

have ſo quickly forgot it, or «ſe imagine that the cſtabliſhing a 

Toleration of Hereſie and Schiſm by a Law, ſhould be the way to 
| extirpate them ; ſo alſo here we ſhil take occaſion to declare 

| what our apprehenſions are concerning ſnch a Toleration. 

: We have ſearched the Scriptures, looked as impartially as we 
| could into thoſe authentick records, and yet we cannot find that 

ever ſuch a thing was practiſed with approbation from God, 
from the time-that Adam was created upon the earth unto the 
ſcaling up of the ſacred volume, the ceaſing of viſions and all new 
divine revelations. But on the contrary, that thoſe were blamed, 
reprehended and checked, that did but connive and wink at the 
praiſe of thoſe things that were diſplealing unto God *; that , ry, ,, 
the not taking away the high places is mentioned ts be a defet in _ 15,20 
their Reformation,of whom yer God himſelf gives teſtimony,that ' 
their hearts were tipright ® ; and that thoſe that quite took all a- « 1 King. rg. 
| way what ever was diſtaſteful to him, were by God himſelt *4+ 2 Chro, 

highly honored and much commended w: And therefore we can- , 33-7 
not ſee how ſuch a kind of Toleration as is endeavoured after in g_ 7, , 7 
theſe times, can any ways confiſt with a thorough Reformation - 43 4: 
according tothe Word of God, there being nothing more con- 
trary to Reformation then Toleration. 

Beſides what clſe would this be but a ſeting up the im2age of 
jealouſie that provokes to jealonſie * , and a puting upon God x Exck 2.,. 
(who knows how many) corrivals. 
It would be a giving Satan free liberty to ſet np his thre/bolds 

by Gods threſholds, and hu poſts by Gods poſts ! , his Dagon by y Evxck 43-9. 
Gods Ark, which how diſhonorable it would be to God and Jc- 
ſus Chriſt his only Son, we leave all men to jndg. They that 
{earch diligently carnot find in it love to God, or love to his 
Trueth, or love to mens precious ſouls ; Nay, it ſtrongly favours 
of lcaving of firſt love *, which Chrilt hates ; of lukewarmnels , p.., . . 
avd vant of zeal, for which Chriſt threatens ro {þe ont of his © © * 
I B 2 month 
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4 Rev, 3.16, 


[12] 


month * , of love to Errour,and an apprehenſion of fome amiable- 


neſs and worth therein for which it were to be deſired, or elſe 
why ſhould there be a pleading to have it tenderly dealt with and 
indulged? even as itargued a love to Baa/ in them that pleaded for 
him againſt Gideon, becauſe he had caſt down his altar and cut 
d Judg.6. 39,31 down the grove that was by it Þ, It would be no part of Eng- 
lands thankfulneſs unto God , after ſo many deliverances and 
mercies received from him, to grant men open liberty to blaſ- 
pheme God at their pleaſure, wreſt the Scriptures to their own 
c 2 Pet. 3.16. deſtruftion © , trample upon his holy ordinances, eight and con- 


temn all miniſtry, deſpiſe his meſſengers, commit all maner of 


abomination, and for every one to go a whoring after his own 
inventions, which yet would be the effeRs of a lawleſs Tolcra- 


tion. 


Add yer further, that a Toleration would be the puting of a 


4 If there were a company cf mad men 
runing up and down the ſtreers with knives 
and {words in their hands endeayouring to 
miſchieve and kil, muſt we do nothing to 
reftrain them > Burroughs beaxt- diviſions, 
pag. 24+ Sce mere in bim there to this purpoſe 
at large. 

e The devil muſt nor be ler alone theugh 
he ger into mens conſciences, God hath ape 
pointed no City of refuge for him;it he fee 
to mens conſiciences as Foab to the horns of 
the altar, he muſt be fercht from thence, or 
faln upon there; lomething may be done 
to men to k:ep them from evil, and to re- 
duce them notwithſtandiny the plea of their 
conſciences. Burroughs brart- diviſions pag. 
29,30, Sce bim there alſo more at large. 


ſword-into a mad mans hand q; a cup 
of poyſon into the hand of a child ; a 
leting looſe of mad men with fire- 
brands in their hands ; an appointing a 
City of refuge in mens conſciences tor 
the devil to fly toe; a laying of the 
{tumbling block before the blind ; a 
proclaiming liberty to the wolves to 
come into Chriſts fold to prey upon his 
lambs ; a Toleration of ſoul-murther 
(the greateſt murther of all other, )and 
for the cftabliſhing whereof, damned 
ſouls in hel would accurſe men on 
earth, Neither would it be to pro- 
vide for tender conſciences, but to take 


away all conſcience ; if evil be ſuffered ic. wil not ſuffer good ; 
if Errour benot forcibly kept under, it wil be ſuperiour ; which 
we here the rather ſpeak of, to undeceive thoſe weak ones, who 
under the ſpecious pretext of liberty of conſcience (though falſly 
ſa called, and being indeed, as is wel obſerved by the general, A(- 
f See the De.. ſembly of the Church of Scotland f , Liberty of Erronr, Scandal, 


claration and 


Exhortation ef the Veneril Aﬀembly of the Church of Sco!/and to their brethren in Eng- 


land, P2B- 4, 


Schiſm 


LIN 


I 
Schiſm, Hereſie, diſhonoring % ] oſing the Trueth, hinder- 
ing Reformation, and ſeducing pr gh, are charmed by Satan in- 
to a better liking of an unconſcientious Toleration. We alſo 
dread to think, what horrid blaſphemies would be belched out 
againſt God; what vile abominations wonld be commited ; how 
the duties of neereſt relations would be violated; what differences 
and diviſions there would be in Families and Congregations, what 
heart-burnings would be cauſed ; what diſobedience to the civil 
Magiſtrate that might be palliated over with a pretence of con- 
ſcience as wel as other opinions and praftiſes z what diſturbance 
of the civil peace, and diſſolution of 
all humane ſociety s , and of all Go- £8 P&? var on in doitring fidei diſſenſis 
vernment in the _ and Common —_— = ju « ap pr ryan «> -_ 
wealth, if once Liberty were given {3,otir. Synopſis pact, - 
by a Law(which God forbid) for men ny bh Fs OR 
to profeſs and praftice what opinions _. 
they pleaſed ; yea, fin would be then commited without any re- 
ſtraint or ſhame, although the more liberty to ſin the greater 
bondage. The eſtabliſhing of a Toleration, would make us be- 
come the abhoring and loathivg of all Nations, and being ſo palp- 
able a breach of our Covenant, would be the high n—_ oY 
lay —_— glory for ever in the duſt, and awaken againſt us the 
Lord 


hoaſts to bring a ſword upon us ts avenge the quarrel 
of bis Covenant h, A_Toleration added to our Fa a make Þ Lev-36-29. 
us to God - ——— - would doubtleſs think of 
eaſing himſelf, he wo W ing. And when TJe- 
ſus Griſt ſhould come to ares, rr £ dead, the = 
lukewarm Prelates whom Chriſt hath ſpued ont of his month 
(whoin their times would never have conſented to ſuch a Tolera- 
tion aSis now defired) would riſe up in Judgment againſt us and 
condemn us. And therefore however 


- there are ſome # that do conceive that 


in things of the mind the ſword is not 
put into the hands of the, civil Magi- 
ſtrate for the terror of evil doers and 
the praiſe of them that do wel; Yet 
becauſe we judg the Toleration of all 
kind of a__—_ and profeſſions in 
matters of Faith ( Errours . therein 


B 3 


i And from brethren, in things of the mind, 
we Io k for no compulſion, bur that ot light 
and reaſun; in other things God hath put 
the ſword inthe Parliaments hands for the 
terror of c val doers, and the praiſc of them 
that do wel, c>c.See & Letter [ent to che Houſe 
of Commons and printed 1645. going under the 
name of Oliver Cromwel and ſet dywn by Mr 
Rutherford in bis ſ;wcy of the ſpiritual Aw 
tichnift, page 250, pat = 


ing 


[14] 
being in the number of rhoſe evil works to which the Magiſtrate 


k Rc m1}, 3,4 is to 


bea terror k ) to be imptous and wicked, and would be a 


render nurſe to give ſuck to & cheriſh the foul,ugly, monſtrous and 
miſ-ſhapen births of our times, as it would bealſo deſtruRive to 
the Common wealth, though we ſhal eaſily grant, men are not to 


| 14 tamen won adſtipulamur qui ſieuts, bemt- 
num cozitationes {:beras oe aut! Ha quo whe 
libet de fide opiniones a magiſtiatu_ tolcrandas 
eſſe arbitr antur ; quan vis nm eras ty- 
minum opiniones non efſe pumendas la/giamir, 
impiam tamen ac itipublice exitialem yeltgto” 
-n1s profeſſimem a magi(tratu quibuſtibet Crut- 
bus efte permittndam negamis. Synopſ, pit” 
rior, thcolog. diſpur, 50. theſ 60. 

m See a Teſtimony to the Trueth of Je- 
ſus Chriſt,page 34. 

n The honorable Houſe of Commovs do thies 
;emonſtrare, They infuſe 1nco the people thar 
we mean to abolith all Church Govern- 
ment,and leave everyman to his own tancy 
for the ſervice and worſhip of God 
And then afterwards they diclore; And we 
do here declare that it is far from our pur- 
poſe and deſire to let looſe the golden reins 
of Diſcipline and Government in the 
Church, to leave privace perſons or parti” 
cular Congregations to take up whar form 
of divine (ervice they pleaſe, for we held it 
requiſite that there ſhould be throughout 
the whole Realm a conformity to that order 
which the Laws enjoyn, according to the 
Word of God. See the Remonſtrance of thc 
State of the Kingdom Decemb 15.1641. 


be puniſhed by the Magiſtrate for their 
internal opinions which they do not 
diſcover !, yet with our reverend bre- 
thren we do here profeſs to this 
Church, and to all the Churches of 
God throughout the whole world, 
That we do deteſt the forementioned 
Toleration m. And what ever others 
may expe to the contrary, yet we 
hope that God wil never ſuffer the 
Parliament of England ever to be fo 
unmindful of either their ſolernLeague 
and Covenant, or of their own former 
Declarations and Remonſtrances = , 
Proteltations and Profeſſions, as once 
to give a liſtening ear to ſuch as 
might move for ſuch a thing ; and 
thar they might be kept from being 
guilty of fo great a (in, ſhal be our 
earneſt prayer for them unto God con- 
tinually night and day. 


IV. 


And thus having expreſſed our deepeſt ſence concerning the Er- 
rours and Herefies of theſe times, and the Toleration of them, 
which to us is {o hateful and abominable, we are now carryed 
on to declare what we conceive to be the cauſe of the ſpreading 
of our freting leproſie and cating gangrene. 

If we make inquiry into our ſelyes, we muſt needs acknowledg, 
+ ournotprizing trueth as we ought, not improving precious op- 


portunities 


LIMI 


[75 
pdreunities for good that have bcen put into our hands, the great 
decay of the power of gpdlineſs, leaving firſt love, lukewarm- 
neſs, ſlcighting andundervaluing the mears of grace, and barren- 
neſs. under them, (faults, generally to.be found in the better ſort of 
people) rogether with the many other grievous fins that are com- 
mited inthe Land,, are. juſt cauſes why we ſhould be ſcourged 
with ſoch a ſpiritual plague ; bur yet theſe hinder not but that we 
may alſo as truly number, the nar ſettling a wel ordered Church 
Government for ſolong a time after the old rotten building was 
pulled down, amongſt the cauſes of the growth and ſpreading of 
pernicious Errours. Anarchy wil.canſe confuſion in the Church 
as wel as in the Common.wealth; And therefcre we do profeſs, 
that without a wel ardered Church Government, that we here 
» Fo = yy wr ” general of 
ſem y of ne Conrca of Jcatleng'® ſembly of the Church of Scutland 

We kuow no other proper and effe (tual a uſe theſe ex _—_ C a 


remedy.againſt the preſent dangers of ence to the Presbyterial Governmenr, 

Religion.inthis K ingdom;or for purg-- which we do all> with them fully and free- 

ing the- Church from Scandals which 1y 9wn. 

are deſtruttive either to ſound doflrine or godlineſs ; and are 

therefore thankful to. the Parliament for ordaining of late, the 

ſpeedy diviſion of all the Counties. of 

the Kingdom into Claſſical Presbyte- * See the. Ordinance.of Parliament for the 

ries* : Diſcipline and Government in _ — m_ _—_ the —_ 
. . 0 IES Or tns 1 am 1mAmta 

the Church eng. ! he golden : Rems Ciafhical 'uPony or phls oct *» bs 

( whereunto this preſent Parliament printed Zan. 23. 1647. 

hath wel likened: ir) ſerving. to-curb 

and reſtrain men, who are by nature /ike a wilde aſſes colt p , af- þ Tob 11, 12, 

feting unbridled liberty; it is the rod wherewith to correct petu- 

lant and froward children; the fthepherds crook which the faithful 

Paſtors cannot want, . but to the ſpiritual prejudice of their flocks; 

the keyes opening the doors for the admitance in. of thoſe whom 

Chriſt would have to be admited into his Church, and the ſhuting 

out of whom he would have kept out; it is the-hedg or wal to 

keep the ravenous beaſts from entering into Gods garden and 

vineyard; the _ to take the foxes, the little foxes that ſpoil 

the vines 1, and to e out the /eaventhatotherwilſe; though 

but little, yet wok 7, moth the whole lump”. 1if not . voy mngdag ; 

little Family, na Comman wealth- or ſociety of men canconfiſt 


without. 


o See the Exhurtation of the general A 


C Si nulla ſocictas imonulla domus que vel 
modicam familiam babcat continers m retto 
ſtatu ſine diſciplina poteſt, cam eſſe multo ma- 
gis neceſſariam in eccliſia cujus ſiatum quam 
ordinat;jJimum eſſe decet.Calvin lib. 4. inftir, 
cap.12.ic& 1,Sicut nec familia nec reſpubl:ca 
nee ulla humana ſocietas fine legum er di ſtie 
pliae vinculg conſiftere poteſt, ita nec eccleſie 
Chriſti ſua integritas in boc mundo poteſt con- 
ſtare, n ſs certo regimint, at u: idonens legtbus 
ſt adſtrita; per que ordytjus & twregia 
adverſius carnis, wundt ſathane, fr audes ac 
militiones inviolaty conſervetur. Synopſis 
pur:or, theolog.. Diſp.48. theſ.r. 

tlſag.6,7.1 Tim y.17. Ats 20 17,28. 
Heb.13-7,17,24. 3 Cor, 132.28. Mat. 28, 
13,19,10. 

4 See the humble Advice of the Aſſembly 
of Divines concerning a Confeſiion ef 


I 
without the bond of Laws or Diſci- 
pline/ , how can it be expected bur 
want of Church Government wil 
ſoon bring the Church co ruine: There- 
fore ſeeing Government is ſo neceſſary 
for the Church, we cannot but judg, 
that the want of it, for ſo long a time, 
hath been and is one main cauſe of 
thoſe great evils with which this ſick 
and languiſhing Church is ſo much 
diſtempered. And as we are fully per- 
(waded, with the reverend and learned 
Aſſembly of Divines , from clear 
Scripture grounds t That the Lord 7e- 
ſus as King and head of his Church 


in the hand o 


bath therein appointed a Government 
fl Church Officers diſtinll 
from the civil Magiſtrate v;and that it 
is he por: Whoſe ſhoulders the government is ---- who ſits upon the 
throne of David and upon his Kingdom to order it and eſtabliſh it 
with judgment and juſtice from henceforth even for ever; having 
all power given to hins in heaven and in earth by the Father who 
raiſed him from the dead and ſet him on his own right hand -----= 
; and put all things under his feet w : So 
w See the humbly Advice of the Aﬀem- ajfg ith our reverend brethren the 
Ely concerning Church Government , Miniſters of the Province of London * 
4 See a Teſtimony to the Tructh of Ieſus WEATE Wel aſſured that Jeſus Chrilt 
Chriſt, page 34- | hath ſufficiently revealed in his Word 
how he wil have his Church governed 
now under the New TeStament : and that the Preſbyterial Go- 
vernment (truly ſo called) by Preſbyteries and Synods in a due 
line of ſubordination of the leſſer to the greater (with proſperous 
ſmeceſs exerciſed in the beſt reformed Churches, )is that Govern- 
ment which is moſt agreeable to the mind of Jeſus Chriſt reveal- 
ed in Scripture, 

And if this Government were but fully eſtabliſhed and ſertled 
throughout this Kingdom, we do not doubt but through the 
blefling of God in the ſincere and faithful exerciſe thereof, the 
miſts that do a, preſent overſhadow and obſcure this c—_ 

wo 


Faith, cþ.30, (eff. 1. page 52. 
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would be ſoon diſpelled ; the Errours that do boldly walk up and 
down without controul, would not dare to peep forth ; or if 
they did, would be ſoon ſuppreſſed ; looſeneſs and profancſs 
would be more reſtrained, the power of _—_ more advanced, 
many ſcandals prevented and removed, ſundry ſtumbling blocks 
G would be taken our of the way of the weak, to the healing of our 
diviſions ; and fo the Spouſe of Chriſt, that at preſent is black 
over,would look with another manner of face then now ſhe doth. 
| The experience of the reformed Churches, and eſpecially of Scor- 
/and, confirms the ſucceſsfulneſs of this Government abundant! 
[4 for the weeding up of Errours, and keeping the Church of Chri 
chaſte from being drawn aſide to commur ſpiritual fornication 
with the idols of the brain. Wealſo our (clves in the exerciſe of 
this Government, according to thoſe 
| - cautions and conſiderations premiſed & See the deliberate Reſolntion of the 
; byus \,, have to the praiſe and glory Miniſters of the Gaſpel within rhe Cuunty 


2 -* Palatineof Lancaſter, with their grounds & 
God cauſe to acknowledg it IN cautions CAC to which they put into 


ſome meaſure ſucceſsful a us IN execution the Presbyrcrial Government 
the exerciſe of thar part ther that is upon the preſent Ordinances of Parlia- 
already ſertled, for the ſtirring up of ment, Preſton, Novemb.17.1646, 
the ignorant to endeavour after more knowledg, and the reſtram- 
ing of the ſcandalous ; but much more fruit we apprehend would 
be reaped from it, if in all the parts thereof it were in its ful force 
| —_— But - the mean _ we cannot but bewail that 
there are ſo many that are prezndiced againſt ir,do aſperſe it,ſpeak- 
ing evil of what they underſtand not; and that poke = 
only refuſe to ſubmit to it themſelves, bur do with tooth and nail 
oppoſe and hinder the eſtabliſhing of it in the Kingdom. Here 
alſo we do further fignifie, that we cannot only our ſelves ſubmit 
| to what the reverend and learnedAſembly of Divines have preſen- 
' 


ted to the —_— Houſes ppm = their humble advice 

ing this Government ( judging it to be very conſonant to 

the Word. of God, and wel agreeing with the — and 

Diſcipline of other reformed Churches;) but do alſo unfeignedly 

and heartily deſire in purſuance of our Covenant, that the three 

Kingdoms may be brought to that uniformity for Diſcipline and - 
Government that is adviſed to there, not without much r 

| diſapproving of the new-coined titles of diſtintion of a Scottiſh 

; and Engliſh Presbyrery. - =" 
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V. 


As for our Solemn Leagne and Covenant for the d: fence of our 

Religion,and to endeavour Reformation, we cannot bur here cal 

to mind the manifold encouragements given us to take it, it being 

(when it was by authority prefled upon us) thowght a fit and ex- 

cellent means to acquire the favor of almughty God towards the 

« See the Or. Pee Kingdoms ® ; nnd for the better encouraging of all ſorts of 
dinance of P*<r/ons to take it, was by the Parliament, in the centh inſtruftion 
Parliament of for the taking of the Covcnant, recommend to the Affembly of 
Feb/.2-1643- Divines, to make a brief Declaration, by way of Exhortation, to 
for the rakinz gf} ſorts of perſons to tak: it, as that which they jwiiged not only 
the Covenanr. lawful,but(all things conſidered)exceeding expedicnt and neceſ[a- 
; ry for all that wiſh wel to religion, the Kimg and Kingdom,to joyn 
in,aud to be 4 ſingular pledg of Gods gractons goodneſs to all the 

three Kingdoms, and was accordingly urged by the Aſſembly, as 

the ſoveraign and only means torecover an embroiled bleeding 

b Sethe Ex- yemmant Þ : and yet further, that in the Declaration of both King- 
- = por 4 doms joyned in Arms,ordcred to be printed 742.30. 1643. ſuch as 
_ = -- Would not take the Covenant are declared tobe publich enemics to 
dered by the the ir Religion & Commry aud that they are to be cen(ured + prune 
Houſc of Com- «ſhed 45 profeſſed adverſaries and Malignant s;all which as theydid 
Mons (7 5%, Jay ſtrong engagements on us to take ir, ſo to ſee it (o urged and 
vs #5. 9- preſſed made our hearts withinus to leap for joy. Weremembred 
” -our ſervitude and bondage under che Prelatical Task-maſters, how 
the Dorme, Diſcipline, and Wo:ſhip had been corrupted, and 

this Covenant for Extirpation of Popery, Prelacy, Superſtition, 

Hereſie, Schiſm and Protanc(s, and for Reformation of Religion 

40 Doctrine , Diſcipline, Government and Worſhip, not only 
-xecommended, but alſo commanded, and ſo ſtrongly preſſed by the 

higher powers to be taken throughout theſe three Kingdoms, did 

ache mdf of our troubles ar that time lying on us, mightily re- 

vive, and cheer oar drooping fpirits, and was as /ife from the 

Rom.r1. 15, Acad © Wealfo ſhal never forger, how the taking of this Cove- 
nant was by our ſelves preſſed and urged on our ſeveral Congrega- 

tions, how ſolemnly it was ſworn, and what rejoycing there was 

4t the Oath, ſundry at the taking of x weeping for joy. And 

when the Covenant was thus taken, we thought ———_—— 

r 
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that furcly now the Crown is ſer J Euglands head ; we padged 
| the day of entering into this Covenant to be Exg/laxds Coronation 

day; as.it was the day of the gladnels of our hearts, and wherein 
God wiped away the reproachcaſt upon us by Separatiſts before, 
for the-want of an exprefs Covenans, We do alfo remember,how 
Copies of this Covenant were fent abroad into neighboring re- 
formed Churches, by whom as they were received with great joy, 
ſo doubtleſs then their expeRations were raiſed, to ſee England 
ſhortly brought neerer unto then in a t-orougher Reformation ac- 
cording to the Word of God, theſe things being abjured which 
had been formerly asa-partition-wal ſet up betwixt them and us. 
And let us never let ſhip out of our minds, how God from heaven 
ſmiled upon our Armies, from the firſt day of entering into this | 
| Covenant, until through the good hand of our God upon us for / 
good, the whole power of the enemy was quite broke in picces ; 
| and therefore if ſo foon as we have reaped ſuch fruit and benetic 
; from it we caft-it away, who knows but we may beforced to 
take it up again to ſave our lives? And yet for all this, we wiſh 
we had not cauſe for to lain,that this Covenant thus ſtrongly 
urged, thus ſolemnly ſworn, thus bleſſed with ſucceſs, is con- | 
remned, flei , Moſt bly bro- #2 The firſt thin you complain of under 
ken, { and derid Where an the head of omiſlion 4 2» {cs then the $g- 


ig enant lemn Leagut and Cguenant, and here you 
holy anc m_ As Coy i du abound with your patherick interrogaty- 


made, 18 rega ic ought, te wil ons, wo afteRt the hearts of thoſe whoſe 


JMI 


be reverently ſpoken of, neither wil 
the carneft and pathetical prefling the 
not caſting it away, be any matter to 

rrel or ſcoff at. And yet beſides 
ſundry other unſavory and reproachful 
expreſſions uſed, ing plainly to 
bring the Covenant into- di (to 
fayno worſe of them) 4 ſome there 
are that liken the earneſt and often 
preſſing of nor laying afide the: Cove- 
nant to the praQtiſe f the Papiſts hald- 


ing 'up the idolatraws Encharift wn the 14%, 
eyes of the people that they iway fal. 


downand Worſbip it, The Covenant 
binds to endeavour Reformation ac- 


eyes are in their dowels, whoſe underſtand- 
ings are drov ned-& ſwallowed up in their 
paſlions after rhis manner, And ſhal the Cg- 
venant which is as ſolemn aVow wh. crea< 
tures ou earth can make ty God in heaven Cc, 
And again, fhatt the Covenant for the preſer= 
vation &c. And agam (like the Papiſts 
which hold up thcir idolatrous Eucharift in 
the eycs oi thc people, that they may fall 
down to warſhip it) ſÞ1l the Covezant which 
both *"Toaſes recommenzed ty the 4fiumbiy of 
&c, Yet ag1in (as if here lay all your bair 
to catch giu1g.00ns) ſal our mut nal Gr ſolenm 
ue and Covenant ſubſcribed by the Parlia« 


ment s of byth Kjingdims & c. Once more yet 


(for if this (prihg fails all eur ſport wil be 
toff), ſhal the Covonant ren with thoſe that 
tack it be already out of date ? &c, Scontith 


C 2 cording mift diſpeld, page 23, 


20 ] 
cording to the Word of Godb 2 to bring the Churches in theſe 
Kingdoms to neereſt uniformity in matters of Religion z and yer 
the carneſt preffing uniformity, according to the Covenant, is 


e Bur ſecondly, why do you m:ke the ſo- 
li ma League and Covenant, the unicum neceſ- 
ſarium, the ballance of yuur ſanRuary, and 
the golden reed to meaſure your remple; 
you have not a tutle of the word of God; bur 
all your cry is the ſolemm League and Cove- 
vant, in ſtead of the Word of God; the Jew 
hath his Talmud,theTurk his Alcharon, the 
Papift his Maſſ-book, the Prelate his 
Serviece-bogk, and muſt we have the 
tolemn League and Covenant in ſtead of 
the Orcles of Heaven,the Word of God ? 
Berter it is that this brazen ſerpent ſhou}d 
be broken to pieces and ground to powder, 
then that men ſhould fall down and wor- 
ſhip it;It was the hypocritical Phariſees pre. 
tending to heaven, though minding the 
earth,who making voyd the Law- of God 
did reach for doQrines the tradition of the 
Elders; letus net put up mans pofts , the 
Covenant, by Gods poſts, the holy Sciip- 
tres, Scottiſh m:ſt diſpell'd , page 26,27. 


e by ſome e , a ſubſtituting che So- 
lemn League and Covenant in the 
room of the Oracles of Heaven, aſct. 
ing up of mans poſts, the ("ovenant, by 
Gods poſts, the holy Scriptures ; and 
is .compared to the Jew having his 
Talmud, the Turk his Alcharon, the 
P apiſt his Maſs- Book, thePrelate his 
Service-Book ; which kind of expreſ- 
fions and compariſons, as we cannot 
but with greateſt indignation deteſt 
and abhor, ſo in that they ſet the Co- 
venant ( that makes the Word of God 
the rule of all Reformation and Uni- 
formity that is ſworn to there ) at ho- 
ſtile oppoſition with the Word of 
God, it is very evident to what pur- 
pole they tend, /c. that the covenant- 
ed Uniformity in matters of Religion 


ſhould not be inſiſted on or urged, for that Were to ſet up mans 
pots, the Covenant, by Gods —_ the holy Scriptures, and Were ' 
zo be like the Few having his T almud,the Turk bis Alcharon, the 
Papift his Maſſ. book, &c. and therefore the concluſion is, ber- 
ter it is that this brazen ſerpent ſhowld be broken to pieces and 
ground to powder, then that men ſhould fall down and wor ſhip it, 
though formerly an healing benefit was received from it, Are 
not thele plain evidences in what mean account. the Covenant is 
with ſome perſons, when the earneſt preſſing the not laying it a= 
fide is ſo ſcorned and flouted at, and when the urging of covenant- 
ed Uniformity wil not be endured? And is not this Covenant 
alſo moſt palpably broken, when not only Uniformity is cryed 
qut againſt, but a Toleration of all kind of Errours, Herefies and 
Schiſms, in ſtead of endeavours to extirpate them, is carneitly pur- 
ſued by divers to ſay nothing of the great increaſe of Errours of 
allkinds, the wotul diviſions and rents in the Church ( which ne- 
yer were more or greater then ſince the Covenant was taken.) w_ 
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of the abominable looſeneſs L5  lanek of the times; which 

certainly is not for to amend our lives, and each one to go before 

another in the example of areal Reformation, according as was 

profeſſed and premiled. 

For theſe things we ſee cauſe to hang down our heads and 

bluſh, and that our eyes (hould run down with tears continually, 

as our hearts at the conſideration hereof may be aſtoniſhed and 

ſwallowed up with grief ; Oh what diſhonor is hereby brought to 

God ! Whart ſcandal given to Religion ! What matter of reproach 

and ſcorn is this like to be unto us from our common enemy ! 

What an unparalell'd blot is hereby laid upon this. Church and 

Nation, never like to' be waſhed out in this Age nor in the Age 

of our children'after us! and what danger of ſwift deſtruftion, 

if there be not rep! in time!May not theLord complain of us, 

as once he did of Iſrael, When he ſlew them,then they ſought him, fPfa. 78.34, 
and they returned & inquired early after Godgethey remembred 35136137» 
that God was their rock and the high God their Redeemer;never- 

theleſs they did flatter him with their month, and they lyed unto 

him With their tongues, for their heart was not right with him, 

neither Were they ſtedfaſt in his Covenant : And may it not be 

faid of us, as in the days of 7oah it was ſaid concerning treacher- 

ous 74ah that had made a ſolemn Covenant With God for Refor- 

mation , that ſhe turned not to God with her whole heart, but £* ©9034. 
feignedly b. And belides all this, neighbor Churches take notice , ;.,, . "3" 
of our ſtrange breach of Covenant, and are amazed at it. Our at; 
dear brethren of Scor/and, who upon our taking this Covenant 

were induced to embark themſclves with us, and runa common 

hazard in the ſame cauſe, do ſadly complain of the crying fin of ; @..j, r.._ 
breach of Covenant ----- and that the ſtaves of beamty and bands, hy, rig of the 
covenant and brotherhood are broken by many in this Kingdom, g neal Aſſen.- 
and are much caſt down in themſelves and grieved, fearing lelt 97 of be 
they ſhould loſe. the fruic of all, their ſufferings and hazards for Un Arg 
our ſakes, /c. the eſtabliſhment of Reformation and Uniformity jy... 
m Religion in theſe three Kingdoms _—_— the Word of Exgland, page 
God, and example of the beſt reformed Churches ; and which, 5.6,7. 
notwithſtanding all ſuggeſtions whatſoever to the contrary, we 

dare neither be fo injurious nor uncharitable towards them, as 

not to judg was the main end by them _ when they firſt. 

engaged with us; eſpecially when weeord er Whence came the 

3 


firſt 


F 22 
rſt firrings of the Wheels of (' BY, chariot in great Britain of 
WER times,an4 who it was that firſt ſounded the retreat to return 
omBabylon, Which poſterity wil know to the ſecond coming of 7c 
{uChriſt,choughwe ſhould not own it,of which we are modeſtly 
k Mr Rether{gpd in his ſurvey of rhe (piri 4% —_ - fore. Gs 
r RetÞerſupd mms i "= Þ1''”  name is famous thr at the Chur- 
_- ” Man's ift,in the Epiſtleto the Reader ches whileſt he is py and whoſe 
hn works will abundantly commend him 
to poſterity when he is dead. The things that have been: already 
mentioned in reference to breach of Covenant, are matter of 
deepeſt _— to our yn pr if wee woen> G_ 
[ Neb. 15.29, What guilt 0 Jury *, aquitery #® , igh treaſon agai 
m Jer. 50. F the Gf 12 tb is hereby brought our Land ; and Fa al- 
nP: 78.19.37 fo breach of Covenant is a thing which God complains of » , 
+ K1"-17+ 1.5 threatens fevercly 9, and for which he hath inflicted fore Judg- 
0 Loy. x6. 25, Ments on his people informer times ey. As for our ſelves, though 
Deur.29, 20, we cannot excuſe our ſelves from failings againſt our Covenant, 
21,22,t0 25- for which we defire unfeignedly to be humbled, yer conſideri 
Ter. _— that for the matter of it, there is nothing in it to be ted of 
p > Ning:6:7, Lat that the ſeed of Reformation and the foundation of the houſe 
| of the Lord is in it, and knowing alſo how ſolemnly, with 
hands lifted up to the moſt high God, it was taken, and that it 
was made with the Almighty who will not be mocked, and in his 
preſence Who is the ſearcher of all hearts,With a true intention to 
perform the ſame as we ſhal anſwer at the great day When the ſe- 
crets of all hearts ſhal be diſcloſed ; we do therefore by the grace 
of God reſolve, that we will not /xffer o#r ſelves either directly 
or indirettly, by whatſoever combination, perſwaſion or terror 
to be ever Withdrawn, either in whole or in part, from this ſacred 
League and Covenant, that was ſoſolemnly and cheerfully ſworn 
by us, in the time of Eng/ands low eſtate and ſad hour of temp- 
ration, bat ſhall, all the days of onr lives, zealouſly and con- 
ftantly continue therein kk þ all oppoſition, and promote the 
ſame according to onr power, againſt all lets and impediments 
Whatſoever, being fully affured there is none on earth that hath 
that power over our conſciences, as to diſcharge us at their plea- 
fure, from the bond of this ſacred Oath ; and that therefore the 
parties engaged in it, what ever ſome mens intentions might be 
when they took it, and hoy ever the common enemy ( whoſe 
preva- 
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wer, together with onr low condition in this 


before, did firſt occali: n the entring into it)benowſuppreſſed, 


are notwithſtanding ſtill as firmly bound co them armott 
your, according to their places, the 


toendea- 
performance of all the 


ſeveral things therein contained an.i ſworn, (and that yet havenot 


received their accompliſhment becanfe 
the war is ended) as at the firſt raking 
of it. And therefore, though we can- 
not but heartily lament, chat any 
ſhould be ſo ſtrangely deluded as to 4 
conceive ſo much, yet we do abhor 
that it ſhoald be ſo much as once ima. 

ined, that when the common enimy is 
uppreſſed, this Covenant then forth- 
with ſhould be out of date, and but 
like an Almanack of the laſt year , 
ſhewing us rather What We have al- 


ready done, then Wha' we be now to do. 
And 


q Firſt,l donot conceive the parties to 
that Leaguz intended thereby to te ever- 
laftingly bound cach to ather; the grounds 
of ſtriking ur, being mcerly cccaſiunal for 
the joyning in a war to ſuppreſs the comm 
mon enemy, accordingly we did joyn; the 
enemy is(if we be wile) tuppreficy, and the 
war(as you ſee)ended,what thuuld rhe Co- 
venant do,butlike anAlmanack of tie laſt 
year, ſhew us rather what we haye already 
done, then what we be now todo See the 
Independency of England endeavoured to be 
maintained by Henry Marten, a Meamacr of the 
Par/tameat there,&c, page 11, 


becauie, as when it was ficlt -erjoyned to be taken, it-was 
thought a fir means to-acquire the favour of God; fo-we now are 
fully perſwaded bring kept and obferved,it would make England 
the ddlight of God, the re oycing of al true hearted Saints at home 
and __ —_— and — the Deed Aaieknil, all Po- 
iſh prophane and Malignant perſons at home and abroad, and a 
Tairoour of incomparablemercy.We = therfore (as by the Order 
Fo 


y of the Honourable the Houfe 

Commons, we are appointed to read 
it every Faſt day in our places, by Kir- 
ring up our ſeveral Congregations, to 
bealways mindful of 'it 20 our utter- 
moiſt endeavour, that they may ob- 
{forve and keep it, not mg the 
blefling of God any longer-on theſe 
Kingdoms, then in the remembrance of 
itand adherence to it. And as wirh the 
Reverend Aſſembly of Divines; /we 


are afſured, that an oath 55 to be taken 


in the plan and common fence of the 


r Die vene/45, Tan,2g.1644» Ordered by 
the Cemmons Aﬀembled in Parhament, 
that the Solemn League and Covenant be 
on every day of Faſt and publique humil:- 
ation, publiquely read 1n eve:y Church and 
Congregation within this Kingdom, aad 
tar every Congregation be enjoyned to 
have one of the [aid Covenamrs tairly prin* 
red in a fair letier,in a table fitted ro hang 
uP in fome publique place of the Church, 
ro be'rcad. 

f See the humble Advice of the Aſleme 
bly of Divines concerning a Contelliog of 
Faith. Chap.z2.ScR. 4.page 40+ 


words without equivocatron,or mental reſervawon, 2djudging the 


contrary 


[24] 


contrary opinion to lay a certain foundation for the cluding all 


oaths, as 


a /alv0 as this, that the Covenant may be taken in 


mens own ſence, hath given occaſion to ſome to except againſt the 


e Sce tlic Reaſons of the preſent judg- 
ment of che Univerſity of Gaferd concern- 
ing the Covenant, &c. page 23.23. 

# Scc a Teftim ny to the Teuth of Jes 


ſus Chriſt, page 28. 


raking of it : ; ſo what ever any others 
may conceive to the contrary, with 
our Reverend Brethren, the Miniſters 
of the Province of London" , we do 
firmly beleeve, That neither this nor * 
any other oath is otherwiſe tobe inter= 


preted,then according to the common, plain and true grammati- 
cal ſence of it; accounting it a molt abſurd and wicked perverting 
of it , when it is ſo interpreted, as to engage,to defend and main- 
tain any kind of Religion whatſoever, without any inquiry at all 
how orthodox it is, if e#abliſhed by them Who have all the au 
thority that is viſible to chooſe for themſelves, (which is the con- 


w Sceondly, what would ir do were it re- 
newed and made perpctuall ? thus much ir 
ſaith in my opinion and no more ; whenſo- 
ever you thall be violently hindred in the 
execution of that Religion you had among Rt 
you at the time of the engagement, and ſhal 
require our alliſtance, we muſt afford it you 
for the renaoyall of that violence. 1n like 
manner when we ſhal be hindred in the ex- 
erciſe of that Religion which we according 
to the Covenant ſhall eſtabliſh here, upon 
requeſt ro you made for that effe&, you are 
tycd to alhiſt us, And fo thioughour all the 
other clauſes reſpeRively and equally, cars 
rying this along with you, we are hd 
obliged to the reciprocall defence of one 
another, according to the declaration of 
the party m—_—_ in any of the particulare 
there compriled, without being cavilled ar, 
or {crupled by the party invoked, whether 
yeur Religion be the ſame it was, or ours 
che ſame ic ſhould be ; whether the bounds 
of your liberties or ours be net enlarged be- 
yond their then-line , whether your delin- 
quents or ours be ju aly ſo or ns, for the na- 
tive Rights of both peoples being the prin- 
cipal, if notthe only thing, we looked on 
when we ſwore ; we do not keepour oath in 
pre- 


ſtruction that is put it by ſome 
eneeli<ro bore ian wit; þ God 
having never given ſuch an abſolute 
power to any men on earth,toeſtabliſh 
what religion they pleaſe, and to re- 
ire from any ſort of perſons in any 
Kingdom whatſoever, (who are all to 
er an account to for them- 
ſelves) that they ſhould maintain and 
defend it upon ſach eſtabliſhment, 
without any inquiry atall, whether ir 
be according to the Word of God or 
no; as alſo, becauſe the Covenant ac- 
cording to this interpretation might be 
made the bond of iniquity,to maintain 
& defend ſuchReligions as are flat con- 
trary to the Word of God,as 7«dai/m, 
Turciſm, and even Paganiſm, yea Po- 
£7 ir ſelf, although by Covenant we 
y bound to endeavour to.ex- 

tirpate it ; if eſtabliſhed by them who 
have all the authority that 5s viſible 

to chooſe for themſelves. 

And therefore, we are mba” = 


- 
_— 


om 


C25. 
be none of thoſe wtive rights © ' 
people of any of thefe Kingdoms, 
which We- looked on When We [ware, 
and which by this Oath or Covenant 
weare obliged to preſerve. 

Thus, fearing leſt if we had «/toge- 
ther held our pedce at. this time *,God 
might have ſufficiently vindicated his 
truth by other inſtruments, but for our 
beſenel, judged us unworthy to be in- 
truſted any longer with fo precious a 
treaſure as trueth is ; we have there- 
fore .choſen rather to approve our 
ſelves faichful ro God, by joyning 
hands with our bretbren ( who have 
witneſſed ſuch a good confeſſion in 
giving ſach a publike and open Teſti- 
mony to the trneth of Feſus Chriſt; to 


our Solemn League and Covenant; 


preſerving thoſe rigbes, if we da not allow 
this maſter-righe tg cach ſeveral people, 
namely to be lole judges withia themſclvs, 
what religion they wil ſer up, what kind of 
laws they will have, what fize, what num- 

ber of Magiſtrates they hold fit ro execute 
thoſe laws, and what ofteadors tv be tryed 

by them, Hereupon,you know, we did not 

enquire at al! how orthodox-yuur icligion 

was before we vowed to maintain you in it, 

that is in the quiet poſletlion of ir, (nut in 

the theological rrueth of ir, a bulinels for 

an Univerfity perhaps,nut far a Kingdom) 

being well aflured it was eſtabliſhed by 

them who had all che authority that is vi- 

ſible ro chule for themſelves,and cuuld nor 

without apparent breach of order,and in- 

jury to fundamentals be diſturbed in the 

exerciſe of what they had lo choſen». See the 

Indepexnency of England endervourcd to bt 

maintaintd by Henry Martea a Member af 
the Parliament there Cc,page 11,13. 

x Eſther 4. 14. 


and again(t the Errours, Hereſies, and Blaiphemies of theſe 
times; and the Toleration of them; ) though for ſo doing we 
ſhould be never ſo much perſecuted by men: then by our ſinful 
filence ſeem to be aſhamed either of Chriſt, his Truedh, or faich- 
ful ſervants, boldly ſtanding up in the cauſe of our great maſter, 
although thereby we might be aſſured to gain the whole world. 
And now having diſcharged our conſciences, how &ver our aRti- 
ons may be miſconſtrued by ſome, yet we knowing our witneſs 
is in heaven, and that God is the righteous judg;we do not doubr 
but the teſtimony of our conſciences,(that herein we have aimed 
at nothing but the glory of God, the defence of his Trueth, the 
health and recovery of this bleeding Church, the caſting ſome dif- 
countenance upon the raging Errours of theſe times, and to teſtifie 
our adherence to ourSolemn League andCovenant,) wil abundant- 
ly ſupport us, againſt the worlt of evils that can befal us for wit- 
neſs-bearing to the Trueth. 

Subſcribed the 39 of arch 1647. by us. 


Rehard Heyrick Warden of (hriſt- 
D Colleds 
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(o olleds in Ml - POW 

Richard Hollinworth Fellow of 
Chriſt-Golledg in Mancheſter. 

Alexander Horrocks Miniſter of the 
Goſpel at Deane. 

Fohn Tilſley Paſtor of Dean. 

Fohn Harper Paſtor of Bolton. 

Richard Goodwin Miniſter of the 
Croſpel at Bolton. 


Richard Benſon Miniſter of Chol- 


lerton. 
William Alt: Mmm. of Bury. 
Robert Bath Paſtor of Rachdal. 
William Afiheton Paſtor of Addleton. 
Fohn HarriſonPaſtor of Aſhton-unaer- 
line: 
T homas Pyke Paſtor of Fadchiff. 
Fohn Angier Paſtor of Denton, 
William Walker Miniſter of the _ 
ſpel at \ewton-heath Cha 
Toby Furneſſe Min. of the "Fe 
Fohn Foanes Min, of Eccles, 
Edward 
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Edward W oolmer Ma. of Fhxtan. 


Robert Gilbody Preacher at Holcome. 

Fonathas Schalefreld Min. at Heywood, 

'{ homas Holland Min. of Ringley. 

T homas (layton Min. of Diasbury. 

Robert { onflantine Min. of Ouldbam, 

Peter Bradſhaw Min» of ( othey. 

Fobn Brierley Preacher at Salford. 

T homas Fohnſon Mins of the co__ 
at Hat/al. 

William Bell Paſtor of Hyton, 

Wilkam Dun Min, of the m_ at 
Ormesfark, 

Fames W. orvall Paſtor of Aughton, 

William 4jpinwa! Preacher of Gods 
Word at «MM ayhall. 

Fobn Mallinſon Min- of Gods Word 
at Melhne. 

Robert Seddon Min. of Gods Word 
at Alker, 

Will, Norcot Maniſter of Weſt- 


Derby, | 
D2z #[lll. 
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Wilk-Ward Min. of the'Goſpel at 
VF alton, | 

Nevil Kay Paſtor at Y/alton, 

Henry Boulton Preacher at Hale. 

Fohn Fogge Paſtor of Liverpoole. 

Foſeph T ompſon Mm. of Sephton, 

Fo. Kyd Min: of Much-Crosby. 

Fames Bradſhaw Paſtor of the Church 
at Wigan, 

Fames Starkey Paſtor of N{orth-meoles. 

Fames Wood Preacher of the Y Vord at 
A ſpbetonin Makerfield. 

Robert Yates Paſtor of the Church at 
Warrington. 

Bradley Hayhurſt Preacher of the 
VVord at Leigh. 

Thomas Norman paſtor of A(ewton. 

Timothy Smith preacher of the V Vord 

at Rarnforth. 

Fohn Wrigyt paſtor of Bullinge, 

Henry Shaw paſtor at Holland. 

T homas Crompton Min, of the Goſpel at 

Aſtley, = C2 3. ny 
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William Bagaley Man. of the Golpeli: 
Burtonwood, 
Willam Leigh preacher of the Word at 
ewchurch. 
Richard Mawdeſley paſtor of Ellins. 
Fames Hyet paſtor of Crofton. 
T homas Cranage paſtor of Brindle. 
Edward Gee Miniſter of the Goſpel at 
Eccleſton. 
Paul Latham paſtor of *tandi/h. 
Samuel Foanes paſtor of Hoole. 
Henry Welch Min. at Chorley. 
Wil Brownſword preacher at Dugglas. 
Fames (ichley preacher at Penwor- 
tham_. 
Edward Fleetwood paſtor at Kirkham. 
4ſaac Ambroſe paſtor of Preſton. 
William Addiſon Lecturer at Preſton. 
William ingham mint at Gooſenarghe. 
Matthew Moore miniſter at Broughton. 
Chriſtopher Edmundſon paſtor at Gar- 


ſtang: 
Thomas 
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Thom Smith preacher (Garflony 
_ Chappel- h rc 
Fon Breres raniſter at Pagiam- = 


Rethard Fackson paſtor at Whittington... 


obert Shaw rat PAM. |. 
Fx Seerd.er mar an.r | 
Thomas Whitehead paſtor at Halton. 
Peter Atkinſon miniſter of Elkel. 
Fohn Faques rointiter of Bolton. : 
Richard #V/atker raxalter of VV arton. 


Philip Beunet muruſter of Ulverfion- 


KPalam Smith raaniſter of over-Kellet. 
Brian VViilan Miniſter of Coulton- 
Peter Smith miniſter of Shireſhead. 
Edward eAfion maniſter of Llanghton. 
Thomas Demy miniſter of ' /Vireſdalle. 
T homas. Fawcet miniſter at Overton: 
Fall. Garner: Preacher of the Goſpet. 


* 


fol Smith Minifier of Melling, 
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Erra'a. Page 4 line 10. fur accurſed read condermd. : 


'FINIS. 
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